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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 

reflection from the atmosphere of those institutions which have fully adopted 
modern methods of treatment and training. The natural fruitage is shown in 
the new born hope and higher aspirations of all improvable offenders. 

F. Emory Lyon, 
Superintendent of Central Howard Association, Chicago. 

Burrell Oates Hanged at Last. — Reader^ of Mr. Crowell's article in the 
Journal for September, 1912, on the case of Burrell Oates, will be interested 
in the following item from Waxahachie, Texas : 

"Burrell Oates, a negro, who was hanged here to-day, was convicted of 
having murdered Sol Aronoff, a Dallas shopkeeper, eight years ago. Oates, 
without money or influential friends, obtained seven trials, and his case was 
responsible for two changes in Texas' statutes. 

"Oates' fight for life was made all the more remarkable by the fact that 
each of the seven trial juries found him guilty of murder, and six of them 
condmned him to death. The other jury, being unable to agree over the penalty, 
caused a mistrial, although declaring the negro's guilt. 

"Technicalities and at times more serious legal errors have been used 
repeatedly to secure new trials for Oates. The sixth trial was declared void 
because the jury in writing its verdict inadvertently omitted the words "in first 
degree" in finding Oates guilty." J. H. W. 

POLICE— IDENTIFICATION. 

Report of the President of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police. — Major Sylvester, President of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, might well congratulate that organization in his annual report 
for its educational work alone. The dissemination of knowledge of improved 
methods for doing police work is of far greater importance than the occasional 
apprehension of some criminal for another department. It is more especially 
the case with police administration because of the lack of books and articles 
on the practical side of policing, for of fiction and generalizations there has 
always been an abundance. Students of municipal affairs have accumulated 
and published stores of knowledge on almost every phase of municipal govern- 
ment except that very important one, police. The Library of Congress does not 
contain a dozen useful works on this subject. That this lack of information is 
being realized at last is shown by the appointment of a Sheldon Fellow in 
Harvard University to devote his time to the study of police administrative 
methods in Europe and the United States. The International Association will 
for a long time be the best means of introducing new ideas. 

The great growth of automobile traffic has brought several new problems 
into police administration. The most pressing difficulty is the complication of 
street traffic, but the hardest to combat is the automobile burglar and safe- 
breaker. The solution for this would seem to be in the extension of regular 
patrols into the rural districts which has long been needed for many other 
causes and has already been introduced to a small degree in some states as 
Pennsylvania. Such a patrol would almost necessarily have to be maintained 
by the state as it is in England, France and Germany, where its value has been 
fully demonstrated. The automobile, likewise, permits a small saving in the 
larger departments through the use of automobile patrol-wagons. Boston has 
recently installed one in its largest district. The operators declare that they 
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PRESIDENT HARRIS ON THE SOCIAL EVIL IN CHICAGO 

feel equal to covering all calls not only in their own, but in at least another 
large district as well. The superior speed of the automobile, its cleanliness, 
and its lower cost of operation need but little demonstration. The cheaper 
operation comes through the small cost for idle time as compared with keeping 
several horses and two or more wagons. During the hot summer weather 
many police horses are exhausted by the extraordinary demands made upon 
them, whereas the automobile would work as well in hot weather as in cold. 

It is devoutly to be hoped with Major Sylvester that political exigencies 
will soon permit the passage of a sensible law for the restriction of immigra- 
tion under the provisions of which it will be possible to exclude effectively the 
members of such societies as the Black Hand. The plundering of their more 
industrious fellow immigrants by these detestable criminals goes on steadily, 
silently, and to a far greater extent than most persons think. Police officials 
are aware of their depredations, but practically helpless because of the lack of 
testimony which will convict in the face of our safeguards to individual liberty. 
The insults and robberies are borne in silence either because of personal fear 
or the more horrible fear of danger to wives and daughters. No legislation 
could more truly protect and help the desirable immigrant than that which 
would permit effective dealing with these anarchistic parasites. 

At another time last summer Major Sylvester said that one of the best 
methods of keeping a police force free from "graft" is to pay it well. In his 
address he follows this generalization still further. The work of a policeman 
will make a man who has been doing it for a long time unfit to pursue his old 
trade even if he could find an opening. With the prospect before him of an 
old age dependent wholly upon his savings, it is hardly more than natural that 
a man with opportunity at every turn and of the ethical standards of an ordi- 
nary policeman will become first a petty, and then a large "grafter," while 
police efficiency becomes a mere myth. The very obvious preventive recom- 
mended is to make ample provision for the retirement and pensioning of police 
officers. Such a provision as half pay after twenty years' service and compul- 
sory retirement at the age of sixty-five would be a very great inducement to 
stop "grafting." Many cities have adopted a similar scheme, and as Major 
Sylvester said, it is most gratifying that the number is steadily increasing. 

George H. McCaffrey, London, Eng. 
(Sheldon Fellow, Harvard University.) 

SOCIAL EVIL. 

President Harris on the Social Evil in Chicago. — The following was 
prepared as an eight-minute address and was one of a list of five addresses 
delivered recently before the Sunday Evening Club in Orcehstra Hall, Chicago. 
The entire program was designed to arouse public sentiment on the subject of 
social vice as it prevails in Chicago. [Eds.] 

"The woman seller in Chicago gathers an annual profit of $16,000,000, some 
say, and I think that estimate too small. Tonight, thousands of women are 
merchanting their bodies. A multitude of boys are planting the seeds of the 
Black Plague, the worst disease of civilization. And yet all prostitution is 
illegal. Can any statement be more astounding? Oh, yes. It is this : The 
great, rich, religious city of Chicago is doing nothing about it. 
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